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Faerfist Speaks 


"We've got to find within the 
next generation or two some ways 
of engaging in our conflicts 
without killing each other. The 
alternative is to come closer 
and closer to that precipice 
where all life becomes extinct." 

Pacifist Igal Roodenko will lead 
a discussion on Gandhian non- 
violence at the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker House March 11, after an 
8 p.m. liturgy. 

Igal was drafted in World War II 
to do alternative service. After 
a few months, he refused all cooper- 
ation with a war making government, 
and served 20 months in a federal 
prison. For the past 30 years, 
he has been associated with the 
War Resisters League.In that time, 
Igal has been arrested more than 
10 times and served shorter jail 
terms for civil rights aus) anti- 
war action. 

Much of his criticism of the 
present society is directed at the 
average citizens, like us, who 
permitted atrocities like Viet Nam 
to happen. 

"We let ourselves be gulled into 
accepting authority without 
question,'' says Roodenko. "There 
are those who say my civil 
responsibility is to follow the 
leader. But they know better... 

I want to help build the kind of 
community in shich the most diverse 
kinds of opinions can be held 

and exchanged." In this spirit, 

we hope that both those who agree 
and those who disagree with Igal's 
viewpoints will come together at 
the house on March 11. 
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Part of the Catholic Worker 
tradition is the "round table 
discussion" where people join 
together to verbalize and 

clarify thoughts. The liturgy 

is celebrated every Friday at 

the House (713 Indiana, one 

block north of University) 

at 8 p.m., followed by a discussion 


Mar 4: A History of Non-Violent 


Action; Steve Marsden will present 
a slide show and commentary. 

Mar 11: Gandhian Nonviolence; 
pacifist Igal Roodenko will speak 
and answer questions. 

Mar 18: The Berrigans and the 
Catholic Church in the USA; 

with Fr. Jack Smith. 

Mar 25: Women in the Catholic 
Church; with Sr. Margaret Smith. 
Apr 1: The World Peace Tax Fund; 
Joe Da Via presents information 
on this proposed alternative to 
income tax resistance. 

Apr.8: Good Friday; no liturgy or 
discussion. 

Apr.15:The Morality of Civil 
Disobedience; Lee Miller, of the 
Community for Creative Non- 


Violence in Washington D.C. speaks. 


via pacis is published by the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker 
Community, 713 Indiana, P.O. 
Box 4551, Des Moines, Lowa 50306. 
Tel. (515) 243-0765. Residents: 
Frank Cordaro, Ed Polich and 
Joe Da Via. Subscriptions to 
via pacis are free upon request, 
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I'm sitting on the front porch 

on a Tuesday afternoon. A nice 
sunny afternoon, me and a couple 
of friends. Here's what I'm 
thinking about. 

I've been living here all the 
time for 6 weeks now. The Catholic 
Worker House. My home, your home. 
People sometime ask me "where's 
the profit?" and it makes me think 
where's the profit. "We offer food 
and shelter," is a saying often 
used around here to agencies 
calling on the telephone, to guests 
coming in the front door, to people 
just wondering what's going on. 
But the food is given to us, and 
the house was already here when 

I moved in, so what am I Fea lig 
offering? — 

Even growing up as a child I 

was taught in Gadftorent ways 

about giving of one's self, and 

T wonder what that means sometimes. 
Is it a sharing of material gifts, 
giving a friend a ride, offering 
somebody a cigarette. Well, pF 
guess that's a part of it, some- 
times the biggest part of it, but 
then again there's so much more. 

I like to think that my self 
sonsists of more than a wallet 
full of money, a Chevy Van, and 


a cigarbox full of rusty harmonicas. 


I got a heart too you know. And 
a spirit within it, and a mind. 
Those are the gifts I like to 
share. 

When a guest comes to our house 
for a place to stay. I could just 
show them their bed, tell them 
what time we eat and leave it at 
that, but I dont. The minute 
somebody hits that front porch, 
he or she becomes part of the 
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family, the family at 713 Indiana, 

the only house facing the street. 

So many times I think of my 
offerings here. Am I reaching out 
enough as a friend should? Am I 
feeling their pain? | 

But my fondest memories of this 
house are the gifts I have received 
from the guests who have stayed 
here. Families with problems, 
mental, physical, economical, but 
love holds them together. The 
pitter patter (thump, crash!) of 
little feet running across the 
kitchen at 6:00 in the morning 
(my bedroom's in the basement). 
A corn cob pipe from one, a song 
on the guitar from another, 

This is the Catholic Worker Ho 
House. 713 Indiana, "you'll see 
it, it's the only house that 
faces the street." There might be 
a pack of stray dogs roaming 
around, or a puppy named Lightning 
on the porch. There may be a 
baby crying in the living room, 
or a lonely mother crying in the 
kitchen, But through all the tears 
and troubles, the confusion and 
bitterness, there is a presence 
of God. Because it's my house, 
and it's your house. So that 
makes it God's house too. 

Peace. 
Ed 


. 
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When I take pen in hand to 
start writing for our newsletter 
I basically have written in 
response to one question: Why am 
I here doing what I'm doing? 
Today as I write again I realize 
that I don't believe in any words 
much less the written word. Words, 
ideas, facts, statistics--all are 
abused in one way or another, yet 
the Body of Humanity/the Body of 
Christ suffers because of words' 
estrangement from deeds. 

Last month, Joe and I attended 
a meeting about battered wives at 
the YWCA. There were about 25 
people in the room, mostly women, 
who in some way or another have 
contact, professional or otherwise, 
with women who have been physically 
abused by males. The intent of 
the meeting was to move towards 
a coalition for the battered wives 
to help address this rising 
problem in our city. Joe and I 
were there because our house is 
the only known place where women 
can come and stay in the pro- 
tective space of our transient 
community without threat of 
reprisal. 

We have experienced offering 
shelter and food for a high 
percentage of physically abused 
women and hopal to share and learn 
how others have been relating to 
the women, We also hoped to move 
towards a city wide network of 
places and people who would 
make themselves available to 
these women. 

However, as the meeting began 
and carried on, we soon realized 
that we were using completely 
different approaches. The great 
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bulk of those participating at 


the meeting were professionals 
within the social welfare system 
Personalism never was mentioned. 

The first part of the meeting 

was devoted to assessing the 
problem. Forms of all kinds were 
issued with the intent of nes 
information that was deemed — 
necessary to establish there was 
a problem. Then, that the problem 
effected x amount of women between 
the ages of x and y. That this 
x%, of women experience physical 

violence x many times in the past. 
There are usually x many children 
between the ages of x and y involved, 
and so on and so on... 

The whole purpose of this litany 
of questions and forms was to 
establish the "Social Worker's" 
problem so that they could take 
their findings to the proper state 
representatives and justify setting 
up another government agency. As 
we listened to this barrage of 


self justification, I could not 


help but write a note to Joe 
saying ''Here lies Gary Gilmore's 
body and they are taking it apart." 
We had very little to say at the 
meeting, other than that we would 
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«« The Bureaucrat’s Pray er 


° “We respectfully petition, request and entreat that due and es provision 
¢ be made, this day and the date hereinafter inscribed, for the satisfying of these 
@ petitioners’ nutritional requirements and for the organizing of such methods of 
> allocation and distribution as may be deemed necessary and proper to assure the 
¢ reception by and for said petitioners of such quantities of baked cereal products 

‘ as Shall, in the judgment of the aforesaid petitioners, constitute a sufficient supply 


Allen Otten of the Wall Street Journal reports that this is the example of bu- 

¢’ —_ reaucratese used by James Minor, a former federal regulation writer, in classes 
&  onclarity which he conducts for present regulation writers. From the headline, 
g you have probably guessed that these 81 words add up to what Jesus said in seven: 

S “Give us this day our daily bread.” 


from the Des Moines Register 


not be filling out forms or keeping 
records and that our door is opm 
to all those most in need to the 
limits that we have. 

We live in a world where we are 
bombarded by an unlimited flow of 
words and images (e.g.television) 
that either: 1) keep us detatched 
from human realities--what I would 
call "what" words, words that give 


us a description of empirical 


phenomena (how tall, how big, 
what color, how many) yet never 
invoke or move us to respond; or 
2) illusionary words that keep 
us estranged from reality. These 
words and images allow us to not 
see the world as it is, but let 
us continue to see the world as 
we would like it to be: Kojak is 
the ideal cop, rugged individualism 
makes this country great, 
Americans are a deeply religious 


and just people. 


I believe that a combination of 
"what'"' words and illusionary words 
are two tools that allow us to _ 
miss Jesus as he is enfleshed in 
our midst. We lost sight of the 
truth that the Body of Christ and 
the body of Humanity are one and. 
the same. Illusionary-what words 
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keep us from moving towards this 
body, the body that shares in 


and is the afflicted--hungry-- 


battered bodies of the poor. 

Jesus tells us that "the poor 
you will always have with you." 
I believe that infallibility 
means the assurance of God's 
presence and promise through all 
times. It seems that if "whatever 
we do to the least we do to Him" 
then God's infallible presence and 
promise is available through the 
poor. We are assured that the 
poor will always be with us, but 
that is no guarantee that we will 
make ourselves available to God's 
presence--the poor. 
_ The words and images used at the 
battered wives meeting we attended 
at the YWCA were basically "what" 


words that told us about things 


and did not invoke an encounter 


with a battered woman. Such words 


dominate professional fields. 
They allow distance and clinical 
detatchment from their subject 


matter. "What'' words can be 


useful but can never be truth. 

Jacques Ellul tells us that we 
live in a technological society: 

a society that does not only use 
technology but lets the very 
fibers of its humanity be 
technological--believing that 
everything is a problem that can 
be solved."What"' words rule in 
such a society and illusionary 
words keep humanity sedated. 

The challenge of the incarnation 
is to see all humanity as an 
encounter with God: a mystery, not 
a problem to be solved. Once words 
cease being encounter words, they 
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(Although the proposed Sanguine/ 
Seafarer project and the Trident 
submarine have very little effect 
on the Iowa economy, we feel that 
moral implications of these 

weapons are devastating. Andrea 
Gaines, member of the Abrahamic 
Community in East Lansing, Michigan 
visited our house in February 

and submitted this article.) 


Sanguine is the latin word for 
blood. Sanguine is also ttre ‘Tirst 
name assigned to the proposed 
giant underground antennae system 
a few years back. Now the navy calls 
it the Seafarer system and again 
tries to convince the government 
and the people of Michigan to 
allow this nuclear triggerfinger 
to inhabit its wilderness. The 
proposed grid is actually a cable 
buried under six feet of wilderness 
floor. It will stretch over 4700 
square miles, crossing itself many 
times. 

The sole function of Seafarer 
is to emit a type of vibration, 
termed extremely low frequency 
waves (ELF)..The purpose of the 
ELF is to send a message to 
submarines hiding in the 
dark ocean depths. This message is 
a one-way communique, telling the 


subs to fire their nuclear missiles. 


The submarines designed to | 
receive these waves are the Trident 
nuclear series, presently being 
built by the navy in Groton, 
Connecticut. Extremely deadly 
weapons, each submarine carries 
24 missiles, each missile equipped 
with 17 no-miss warheads. These 
are enough warheads to destroy 
408 targets half the way around 
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the world. Each warhead is 2000 
times more deadly than the 

Nagasaki bomb, and the navy wants 
30 of the Tridents by 1990, at a 
cost of over 80 billion tax dollars. 

We are paying tor pain, homeless 
children, destroyed earth and 
death with 60% of our tax dollars. 
This 60 % goes to the destruction 
of life and sins against nature 
in the name of strong defense. 

The proposed site of Seafarer 
being the upper peninsula of 
Michigan, the grid is also being 
studied by the Michigan Environmental 
Review Board (MERB). There have 
been some objections raised to 
Seafarer on environmental grounds. 
The studies have shown so far 
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Hitler's ovens and camps. 


that the ELF waves raise serum 
triglyceride levels. These are 
Linke with heart attacks and 
hardening of the arteries." The 
ELF also is correlated with 
disrupting the migratory patterns 
in birds and with some varieties 
of seeds germinating. MERB is sup- 
pose to give an environmental im- 
pact statement when the studies 
are (again) concluded this spring. 


At that time the governor of Mich- 


igan will give his yes or no to 
the Seafarer project, a power he 
Supposedly posses, granted to him 
by the Navy, defense department, 
and Jimmy Carter. The governor 
states he will abide by the people 
of Michigan's wishes. So far the 
people of the Upper Peninsula, the 
proposed site, have overwhelmingly 
opposed the project in community 
referendums. 

Besides harming the environment 
other arguements against Seafarer. 
exist. Seated more deeply in our 
souls is the moral opposition to 
death. Do we want to stand by 
claiming to be not responsible 
when our goverment uses our tax 
dollars to sustain and increase 
the effectiveness of its system 
of organized torture and death? 
The oven manufactures in Hitler's 
Germany also felt their hands were 


tied. They just wanted to make 
good, reliable ovens. Keep the 
business respectable. Perhaps 


filled with fear. In hind sight 

we see that very few people opposed 
7 But had 
@ great opposition arisen perhaps 
much death and pain could have > 
been prevented. 
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We are now in a position to 
prevent pain and suffering. As 
the demented newscaster of the 
movie Network encourages us: 
"Open your window and say,'I'm 
mad as hell and I can't take it 
any more,.''' Find out for yourself 
what the facts are if you have 
difficulty believing a radical 
newspaper. Then search yourself 
and clarify your values. Then 
take a stand. If you must, stand 
against us. But stand! Dont 
leave the responsibility to 
another. Do something small if 
your time is limited by many 
activities. You may be helping 
to bring greater peace to our 
earth, to your neighbor and to 


yourself 


--Andrea Gaines 
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cease being truthful words. In our 
newsletter, we try to use truthful 
words, words that belong to us 
because we are trying to live by 
them. We don't always succeed; in 
fact, we often fail, but we do try. 
~-Frank Cordaro 
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THE DYNAMITE OF THE CHURCH 


Writing about the Catholic Church 

a radical writer says: 

"Rome will have to do more 

than to play a waiting gamep ~» 
she will have to use 

some of the dynamite 

inherent in her message." 

To blow the dynamite of a message 
is the only way 
to make the message dynamic. 

If the Catholic Church is not today 
the dominant social dynamic force, 
it is because Catholic scholars 
have failed to blow the dynamite 
of the church, : | 


Catholic scholars 


have taken the dynamite of the church, 
have wrapped it up in nice phraseology, 
placed it in an hermetic container 

and sat on the lid. 


It is about time to blow the lid off 


so the Catholic Church may again become 
the dominant social dynamic force. 
--Peter Maurin © 


Those interested in giving 
spiritual, physical, or monetary 
support to the Dubuque Catholic 
Worker House (see our January 
issue) can contact Joanne Hall 
and Ann Bodnar, 605 West llth St., 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 | 

And people in the Iowa area 
area involved in peace and | 
justice issues are forming an 
Iowa Peace Network, to share 
information and help folks 
work together. For the network's 
newsletter, Dovetail, write 
Iowa Peace Network, 4211 Grand, 
Des Moines, Iowa 50312. 


